pull 
stand 
go out 
risk 
run

realize 
go 
hold 
lie 
hear 

burn 
come 
hit
look after 
say

It happened three years ago while I was staying at my sister’s house. She and her husband __________ on holiday and I __________ the house for them. One night I _________ a lot of noise outside and I __________ to see what was wrong. The house next door was on fire. Smoke and flames _________ out of the upstairs windows. A woman shouted, ‘Help, help. Tommy’s still inside.’ Without thinking I _________ into the house, but it was no good. Everything __________ and it was terribly hot. Then, while I _________ there, something __________ me on the back of the head. The next thing that I remember I __________ on the grass in front of the house. The fire brigade _________ me out of the house. The woman was there and she ____________ ‘It’s all right. Tommy’s safe.’ Then I ________ that she ___________ a cat. I ___________ my life for a cat!

2.2 Listen and check your ideas.

Can you remember the last time you took a risk?

Have you ever done any of these things?

· gamble a lot of money

· win a prize

· be in an accident

· risk your life

· do anything dangerous

· lose anything

· have an exciting experience

IT was early afternoon on 14 January in the Las Vegas casino. At one of the tables was Chris Boyd, a computer programmer from London. For three years Chris had saved every penny. He had rarely gone out and he hadn’t spent anything on his house. Finally, he had sold the house and with £145,000 in his pocket he had taken the plane to Las Vegas.

Now Chris was sitting in Binion’s Horseshoe casino. He was waiting to gamble the whole £145,000 on one spin of the roulette wheel. A few other gamblers were standing around the table. Among them was Chris’s friend, Tony Litt. Chris’s girlfriend, June Hillhouse, wasn’t watching him, however. He hadn’t told her anything about his plans.

Chris placed his bet on red. If the ball landed on a red number, he would double his money. If it
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landed on black, he would lose everything. ‘I’m ready to play,’ he said. The wheel spun. The small white ball rolled and bounced around the wheel and finally landed on number 7— _____ . The onlookers waited. What would Chris do? ‘He didn’t do anything really,’ said one of the other gamblers. ‘He just smiled. Then he stood up from the table, _______________ and left.’ The next day he returned to London. Since his all-or-nothing gamble, Chris has moved into a one​bedroomed flat. ‘The experience hasn’t changed my life,’ he told reporters, ‘but I’ve given up gambling. It was something that I wanted to do and now I’ve done it. So that’s it’

